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Subpart 78.23—Whistling

§78.23-1 Unnecessary whistling pro-
hibited.

(a) The unnecessary sounding of the
vessel’s whistle is prohibited within
any harbor limits of the United States.

(b) [Reserved]

Subpart 78.27—Searchlights

§78.27-1 Improper use prohibited.

(a) No person shall flash or cause to
be flashed the rays of a search light or
other blinding light onto the bridge or
into the pilothouse of any vessel under
way.

(b) [Reserved]

Subpart 78.30—Lookouts, Pilot-
house Watch, Patrolimen, and
Watchmen

§78.30-5 Pilothouse watch.

(a) In addition to the licensed deck
officer or pilot, there shall be at least
one member of the crew also on watch
in or near the pilothouse at all times
when the vessel is being navigated.

(b) [Reserved]

§78.30-10 Supervised patrol.

(a) The provisions of this section
shall apply to all vessels on an inter-
national voyage, and to all other ves-
sels having berthed or stateroom ac-
commodations for passengers. This sec-
tion shall be applicable at all times
when passengers are on board.

(b) Between the hours of 10 p.m. and
6 a.m., a supervised patrol shall be
maintained so as to completely cover
all parts of the vessel accessible to pas-
sengers or crew, excepting occupied
sleeping accommodations and machin-
ery spaces and similar spaces where a
regular watch is maintained.

(c) Clocks, keys, and recording appa-
ratus shall be of an approved type. The
station boxes shall have seals placed
over the securing screws in order to
leave evidence of removal or tam-
pering.

(d) Clocks or key stations shall be so
arranged throughout the vessel so as to
assure complete coverage of all acces-
sible spaces required by paragraph (b)
of this section. The number and loca-
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tion of recording stations, the order in
which they are visited, and the number
undertaken by one patrolman shall be
specifically approved. The stations
shall be numbered as required by
§78.47-23. Sufficient watchmen shall be
available so that each space will be
covered at least once in every hour ex-
cept as follows:

(1) On existing vessels not con-
structed in general agreement with
§§72.06-5 through 72.05-60, of this sub-
chapter, the supervised patrol shall
cover all spaces required by paragraph
(b) of this section at least once in every
20 minutes.

(2) Public spaces constructed in gen-
eral agreement with §§72.056-56 through
72.05-60, of this subchapter, shall have
either an approved fire detecting sys-
tem installed in such spaces or the su-
pervised patrol shall cover these spaces
at least once in every 20 minutes.

(e) The patrolman shall report to the
bridge at least once an hour on vessels
where the supervised patrol system is
not equipped with a recording appa-
ratus in the control station. In vessels
requiring more than one patrol route,
one patrolman may contact others and
make a joint report to the bridge. Fail-
ure of a patrolman to follow a pre-
scribed route, or to record each station
within the specified time, shall be en-
tered on the record along with the rea-
son for the irregularity.

(f) The patrolman while on duty shall
wear a distinctive uniform or badge,
and shall have in his possession at all
times an efficient flashlight.

(g) A patrolman on duty shall have
no other tasks assigned to him.

§78.30-15 Watchmen.

(a) The provisions of this section
shall apply to all vessels not required
to have a supervised patrol under the
provisions of §78.30-10. This section
shall be applicable at all times when
passengers are on board.

(b) During the nighttime, a suitable
number of watchmen shall be stationed
in the passenger accommodation areas
on each deck.

(c) Watchmen shall be under the di-
rect charge of the master or officer in
command of the vessel, and shall re-
port to such officer at the pilothouse at
fixed intervals not exceeding one hour.



§78.30-20

Watchmen shall not be required to per-
form any other duties while on watch.

(d) The uniform of the night watch-
man shall be conspicuously different
from other persons so as to be readily
distinguished. A rating badge marked
“Watchman’ shall be worn on the left
sleeve and the front of the cap shall
also be marked ‘“Watchman’’.

(e) The watchman shall have in his
possession at all time while on duty an
efficient flashlight.

§78.30-20 Master’s
sponsibility.

(a) Nothing in this part shall exon-
erate any master or officer in com-
mand from the consequences of any ne-
glect to keep a proper lookout or to
maintain a proper fire watch or from
any neglect of any precaution which
may be required by the ordinary prac-
tice of seamen or by the special cir-
cumstances of the case. When cir-
cumstances require it, additional
watches shall be maintained to guard
against fire or other danger and to give
an alarm in case of accident or dis-
aster.

(b) [Reserved]

and officer’s re-

Subpart 78.33—Reports of Acci-
dents, Repairs, and Unsafe
Equipment

§78.33-1 Repairs of boiler and pres-
sure vessels.

(a) Before making any repairs to boil-
ers or unfired pressure vessels, the
chief engineer shall submit a report
covering the nature of the repairs to
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion, at or nearest the port where the
repairs are to be made.

(b) [Reserved]

§78.33-5 Accidents to machinery.

(a) In the event of an accident to a
boiler, unfired pressure vessel, or ma-
chinery tending to render the further
use of the item unsafe until repairs are
made, or if by ordinary wear such
items become unsafe, a report shall be
made by the chief engineer imme-
diately to the Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection, or if at sea, imme-
diately upon arrival at port.

(b) [Reserved]
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§78.33-10 Notice required before re-
pairs.

(a) No repairs or alterations, except
in an emergency, shall be made to any
lifesaving or fire detecting or extin-
guishing equipment without advance
notice to the Officer in Charge, Marine
Inspection. When emergency repairs or
alterations have been made, notice
shall be given to the Officer in Charge,
Marine Inspection, as soon as prac-
ticable.

(b) [Reserved]

Subpart 78.35—Communication
Between Deckhouses

§78.35-1 When required.

On all vessels navigating in other
than protected waters, where the dis-
tance between deckhouses is more than
46 meters (150 feet) a fixed means of fa-
cilitating communication between
both ends of the vessel, such as a raised
fore and aft bridge or side tunnels,
must be provided. Previously approved
arrangements may be retained so long
as they are maintained in good condi-
tion to the satisfaction of the Officer in
Charge, Marine Inspection.

[CGD 95-027, 61 FR 26004, May 23, 1996]

Subpart 78.36—Work Vests

§78.36-1 Application.

(a) Provisions of this subpart shall
apply to all vessels inspected and cer-
tificated in accordance with this sub-
chapter.

(b) [Reserved]

§78.36-5 Approved
vests.

types of work
(a) Each buoyant work vest carried
under the permissive authority of this
section must be approved under—
(1) Subpart 160.053 of this chapter; or
(2) Subpart 160.077 of this chapter as
a commercial hybrid PFD.
(b) [Reserved]

[CGD 78-174A, 51 FR 4350, Feb. 4, 1986]

§78.36-10 Use.

(a) Approved buoyant work vests are
considered to be items of safety ap-
parel and may be carried aboard vessels
to be worn by crew members when
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